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The Lives your support have saved
1

200 vulnerable families living on the fringes of
villages in Malpura, Rajasthan have received dry
ration and basic essentials.
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Women drivers of Sakha Cabs have lost business
due to the lockdown. However, they were on the
road delivering ration to 100 poorest families in
Delhi, Kolkata and Jaipur.
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1000 forest dwellers of Kokrajhar, Assam living on
the Indo-Bhutan border lost their livelihood due
to the lockdown. Through your support, they have
been provided with dry ration and basic essentials
for a month. Through our advocacy efforts
Government has come forward to provide relief to
the unserved population.

COVID-19 Impact

The nationwide lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic over two months ago has had an adverse impact on some of the most
vulnerable and marginalized communities in India. Almost a quarter of India’s 1.3 billion people live below the Poverty Line.
A staggering 92 per cent of the workforce is part of the informal sector - daily wage workers, migrant labourers, domestic workers
etc. It is this sector that was hardest hit when the lockdown was announced as they had absolutely no safety net and were left to
starve as cities were shut down. Another vulnerable group that is badly affected are students from resource-poor backgrounds who
have no access to online courses, street children, homeless people, survivors of trafficking and domestic abuse and commercial sex
workers. The rise in domestic violence, child sexual abuse and the risk of young women and girls being trafficked is a real fear.
Images of millions of migrant families with their children walking thousands of miles to their villages remain imprinted in our
memories.

Food Aid Packaging & Distribution

Through your kind and generous support, our partners on the ground have been able to make ration kits for over 1,300 families. A
glimpse of our partners preparing ration and hygiene kits to be delivered to families in need. The kits had food supplies for either 20
days or a month, depending on the need of the region and to reach more families. Hygiene kits were distributed where the need was
greatest.

Activities
1

Food Packet
Distribution
Dry rations have
been distributed to
migrants, daily wage
labourers, and
homeless people so
that they are able to
feed their families.
The packets include
rice, wheat, lentils
and cooking oil.
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Essential
Items
Distribution
Hygiene kits
containing soap,
face masks and
sanitary kits have
also been
distributed.

3

Awareness
on COVID-19
Awareness drives
are held to educate
people on precautions
to be taken to prevent
contracting the
disease by
maintaining basic
hygiene such as
frequent washing of
hands and wearing
masks.
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Volunteer
Mobilisation
Most of the
activities would
not have been
possible without
the support of a
strong network of
volunteers
managed by our
partner
organisations.

Impact made
through your
Support
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Number of NGOS Supported

Number of People Reached

6,500

1,300

$20,000
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Number of Families
received RATION

Number of Cities
Covered

Asha* belongs to a denotified community and lives in Tonk
District. She is a commercial sex worker and has three
daughters and two sons. Her eldest daughter, Anju* was
forced into commercial sex work last year after passing class
8. Their only source of income is through commercial sex
work and ever since the lockdown, Asha has been running
from pillar to post begging neighbours and local authorities
for food. As she does not have any social security
identification, she and her family are not eligible to receive
aid from the government. Her family went hungry for days.
Through your support, Asha was provided with dry ration and
basic essentials, which will help the family survive for at least
20 days. iPartner India, Canada and our partner NGOs are
actively working in this region to empower women like Asha
and Anju through education and by creating livelihoods that
gives them a way out of forced commercial sex work.

*Names changed to protect their privacy

“This is very unfortunate that many of our daughters are
being pulled into commercial sex work without any security.
But thanks to iPartner India for showing compassion and being
concerned about the most vulnerable, excluded and helpless in
times of hunger and fear of death.”
- Manju Sharma, Founder Secretary, CECOEDECON

Asha’s Story

Neha is a trainee at Women With Wheels, Azad Foundation’s
social enterprise which trains women to become professional
chauffeurs. Neha is also a Kishori leader from Baba Ramdev
village in Jaipur. There are 10 members in her family. Her father
is a cobbler while her mother worked as a domestic help before
the lockdown. The family survived on the earnings of their daily
wage.
After the lockdown, her family has faced a lot of difficulty as they
did not have enough money to buy ration and basic essentials.
Since her family migrated to Jaipur from Punjab four years ago,
they do not even have their names on ration cards to avail free
ration provided by the government under the National Food
Security Act.
Through your support, our partner on the ground Azad
Foundation provided Neha’s family with ration and her family
need not have to worry for the next 20 days. The team is in touch
with her family to ensure that they have enough to survive the
lockdown.

Neha’s Story

“We at Azad and Sakha are deeply grateful to iPartner India, Canada’s empathetic
response to the multiple crisis being experienced by vulnerable communities on
the ground due to the COVID led lockdown. We are reminded of Gandhiji’s song Vaishnav jan to teenhe kahiye re peer parai Jane re - those who know the pain of
others are really the people of God. There is only one way that we can survive this
global meltdown. And that is through solidarities based on a spirit of vasudhaiv
kutumbakam. We are grateful for this solidarity with iPartner India, Canada and
let’s sustain it, expand it and build upon it. The worst is still to come. But together
we will see it through. With Gratitude.”
Meenu Vadera, Founder, Azad Foundation

Geeta and her family live in a remote village in Assam which
borders with Bhutan. They have a four year old daughter.
Her husband worked as a daily wage labourer while Geeta
would sell traditional clothes made by using handloom at home.
However, since the nationwide lockdown, her husband has not
found any work nor has Geeta managed to sell the clothes. Geeta
and her family come under internally displaced families due to
the ethnic conflict which have cost many lives and destruction of
properties in the recent past. With no identification documents,
Geeta’s family cannot even avail government aid. The lockdown
has impacted hundreds of forest-dweller families due to loss of
livelihood.
Through our partner Nedan Foundation, ration and basic
essentials have been provided to Geeta’s family, which will help
her family to survive during the lockdown.
Geeta is unsure what the future holds for them but when she
sees her daughter’s innocent face, she feels that all will be well
soon.

Geeta’s Story

“Food is the form of good for a hungry family. Lungsung forest village in Assam consists of almost 2,000 Adivasi families who
have been living here since 1993. As the entire forest village is not recognised by the state government, no development plan or
schemes cover this area including child immunization programmes which, are carried out by NGOs. More than 1,500 families have
been severely affected by the pandemic due to loss of livelihood as they cannot sell dry firewood to the neighbouring village
market, 20 KM from Lungsung village. Through the support of iPartner India, Canada we have been able to provide dry ration and
basic essentials to 1,000 families in Lungsung village. Many families slept hungry for days before our relief team reached. We
thank iPartner India, Canada for supporting the people of Lungsung village.”
- Digambar Narzary, Founder, Nedan Foundation

Thank YOu!
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a
life by what we give.” - Winston Churchill

